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His rival, the wild-eyed, stiff-mustachioed red monster Delam,
with his little legs and enormous mouth, assisted by his Sangut,
is a well-matched foe for Twalen. They fight constantly by magic
means, by words, or by action in bawdy slapstick clowning; the
puppets are banged together as the dalang improvises riotous
dialogues, keeping the audience in hysterics. But in the end

DEUM

Twalen always wins, the triumph of the magic of the " right"
over the "left/'

The fascinating pare&an are the favourites of the people and
it can be said that the whole show is a pretext for their mad fun-
making. Twalen and Delam, and their Javanese equivalents, are
unknown in the original Hindu epics; they are undoubtedly
native characters, perhaps ancient deities degraded to the rank
of retainers of the Hindu hero-gods, reshaped by the adapters
of the stories into ridiculous, clumsy monsters of ill manners
to establish their relation to the Hindu gods. Certain legends
mention Twalen as having a divine origin. The Balinese say that
he was a son of Tintiya, the Original God, and consequently a
brother of Siva; but being given to worldly pleasures and liking